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THE STAR has a regular and perma-
neant Family Circulation much more
than the combined circulation of the
other Washington dailies. As a News
and Advertising Medium it has no
competitor.

£7In order to avold delays on account
of personal azbsence letters to THE
STAR should not be addressed to any
individunal connecied with the office, but
simply to THE STAR, or to the Editorial
or. Business Department, according to
tenor or purpose.

The Dmtrict Penal System.

It is to sinceraly hoped that the
present turmoil at the Capitol will not
prevent full and prompt consideration of
ithe report laid before the houses today
by the President, embadying the result
of the investigation into the District
nenal svstem conduceted by the commis-
gion named under aunthority of an enact-
ment of last session. Judge Stafford. Mr.
Edson and Mr. L.a Dow have
document of exceptional value, bearing
not upon the immediate question
of the jail in its deplorable lack of space
and decent egquipment, but upon the whole
process of administering punishment for
infractions of the.law.

I'or many years the people of Washing-
ton have heen aware that the jail was
disgracefully unequal to the demands

as this report clearly states,

be

M

alone

ipon it, and,
Lave been appealing to Congress for
a remedy for this evil. The commission
unhesitatingly ascribes to Congress the
esponsibility for the conditions, which it
lins epitomizes:

they

“That men and women should be sent
to these narrew and crowded cells, the
inocent with the guilty. the first offender
with the hardened criminal, in one pro-
miscuous assembly, to corrupt and be cor-
rupted by each other. the lazy to be hu-
mored and fostered in their laziness, the
indusi{rivus to be deprived Bf every form
of employvment, to be fed like beasts and
maintained at the public charge not only
with no prospect of improvement in their
condition, but with the moral certainty
that they will come out far worse than

en went in, is a fact that has become a
stench in the nostrils of the whole com-
munity and ought to be felt as a shame

111 disgrace to the whole nation whose

"»';‘:re‘*&{*:linii\'f_‘s are responsible for its
existence.™

The commbksion properly assumes that
this state of affairs must and will be
corrected. The question, it says, is not
“*whether.” but. “what.”” Nor is this a

matter that
action
ealth

is as

admits of delay. Immediate
imperative, with the moral
of the community endangered. It
urgent an emergency as though a
pestilence were threatening the capital.
is more than a duty to be at once
scharged: it is an opportunity to be
grasped. The overcrowded jail, with its
demoralizing mixture of untried and con-
victed persons, with its shameful lack of
decent provisions for the health of the
inmates, with its hopeless inadequacy of
facilitfes for reviving the spark of man-
hood which smolders within the breast of
“ven the most callous offender, is merely
# =ymbol of the antiquated, cruel, waste-
ful processes of punishment which pre-
vaill here, at the seat of government of
an enlightened people.

The report carries conviction by its elo-
auent plea for the establishment not
merely of humane measures of detention,
but of a truly corrective system of pun-
Ishment. By probation and parole it is
rroposed to lessen the number of those
who are required by the law to remain
nnder close restraint and to offer to those
who have offended a chance to redeem
themselves, some of them immediately
after conviction, others when they have
in  prison, reformatory or workhouse
shown a =incere repentance and a dispo-
€it1on to acknowledge and conform to the
iaw. Under the system outlined by the
commission there will be a wide range of
renalties and warning, enabling the
=an_rrs in dispensing justice to protect

viety both by visiting its enemies with
condign punishment and by leaving open
the door of reform for those who may
be rescued from the ways of evil living.

This is not simply a loeal matter, The
District of Columbia is, as the commission
says. as a city set upon a hill. It should
in ail particulars serve as a model for the
entire country, indeed for the world at
large Its prison system should be the
highest possible expression of the protec-
tive and corrective efforts of society.
Therefore, in its contemplation of this
report, with its distinctly enunciated pro-
nosals, every one of which appeals to the
reason as worthy of adoption, Congress
will be considering virtually the penal
problem as it .affects the United States.
It could not be more effectively stated
than it is set forth in this able paper,
which discloses a depth of research and a
clarity of thonght rarely to be found in

is

This

public documents.
No consideration of cost should deter
Congress from quickly enacting the laws

necessary to carry into effect the recom-
mendations of the commission, to whom it
intrusted the task of ascertaining the
capital’s needs in respect to the treatment
of its iawbreakers.

Some
get the public at rest by showing that
this “first robin of the season” that makes
=uch frequent appearance through the
country is an English sparrow in disguise.

Senator Knox is not a large man phy-
=ically, but a man of small stature can
drive an argument or a golf ball as far
as a big one.

Castro 18 sald to be suffering from
stomach trouble. It would take more

than dyspepsia to account for his bad
disposition.

The Secret Service.

There is no reason why the House
should not have all the facts relating to
the cost of the secret service. The in-
quiry ordered is entirely proper, and
slwould be made thorough. Congress ap-
propriates all money for the support of
the government, and has a right to know
If its directlons and stipulations have been
observed, or, if disregarded, why. The
total amount for all purposes is enormous,
and the secret service bills, at their
largest, can be but a drpp in the bucket
Still, as that particular fund is now under
digcussion, Congress and the country are
entitled to know all about it.

It will be a mistake, however, if the
inquiry should be permitted to take the
form of a renewal of the controversy with
the President. That chapler should re-
malin closed. Surely the House has every
reason to feel satisfied with the record as
it stands. It was affronted by the Presi-
dent, and it replied with the proper spirit
and dignity. It could not with justice to
itself have remained sllent, but it might
had it ylelded to passion have gone to
an extreme in expressing its indignatjon.
No delicate piece of business was ever
better handled.

All talk about “putting somebody in @
hole.” whether indulged in by one side or
the other, is unworthy of the occasion.

L
=
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produced a

sleuth should be put to work tol"

“Let the House show up the President
and the cabinet in this business,’” 1is a
suggestion heard on the one side. “'Let
the President use all the material he has,
and give names and dates,” Is a sugges-|
tion heard on the other side.

This propositien is probably not under
serious consideration. But it should not
even have been suggested. Such a con-
troversy, waged not for public ends but
under the fimpulse of personal passion.
would injure both sides. The greater the
measure of their success, the more de-
plorable for the country. If it be admit-
ted that there is dirty linen in the closet,
it is to be said that it i{s not always ad-
visable—it does not always contribute to
the public welfare—to wash dirty linen in
public. -

The proper purpose of this inquiry—and
probably that will prevail—is to ascertain
where the secret service in a larger field
than formerly may best be employed, and
how much money will be necessary for its
support. The subject is worthy the at-
tention of Congress, and of prompt action.

Because the President befogged the mat-
ter by his manner of presenting it is no‘
reason why the fog should not be dis-
persed and the matter properly considered.
The fact stands revealed to us all that the|
secret service has excellent uses far be-
yond the confines of its former employ-
ment, and should, so to say, be brought
by express arrangement of Congress up to
date.

Putting one in a hole is a game at which
two may play; and when two aroused and
angry contestants with public responsibili-
ties indulge in it, the shindy is neither[
edifying nor helpful to the pubiic. The |
House has an excellent opportunity to do
a good piece of work, and should confine
itself to that.

b

Mall-Avenue Triangle Foundations.
As far as the people of Washington are
concerned there is no need of refutations
of the aspersions cast in the Senate last
Friday on the security of the foundations
of the Municipal building or other public
structures within the Mall-avenue tri-
angle. Nevertheless it is well that Con-
tractor Parsons has written a letter to
Commissioner Macfarland, printed today.
denying the statement of Senator Nelson
in the debate to the effect that “the con-
tractor who put up the new District bulld-
ing congratulated himself on the fact
that the building did not sink before he
got through with it.”” Mr. Parsons says
that he believes the foundations are ade-
quate and will sustain the welght of the
superstructure indefinitely.

It is to be borne in mind that the
square now occupied by the Municipal
building was the site of a great power
house. The heavy engines that drew
many of the cars of the Capital Traction
syvstem by cables were there located. and
were operated for some years without the
slightest trouble from unstable founda-
tions. The ground was “piled,”” to be
sure, as is the case in practically every
building erected in New York city today.
Buildings continue to go up and up and
up still higher in New York, on the same
ground, because of a commercial neces-
sity. Here the necessity to erect public
buildings within the Mall-avenue triangle
is neither commercial nor economiecal.
There is plenty of room elsewhere. But
this land is now the right place for the
publie structures of the future because to
put them elsewhere would destroy the
unity of plan which Is essential in the
evolution of the great capital Washington
is destined to become. i

Extravagant exaggerations about the
foundations within the triangle will not
avail to impede the progress of this work
of giving the government an adequate
building equipment. The two houses of
Congress are not to be frightened away
from the adoption of a businesslike sys-
tem of emplacements by the familiar old
bugaboo of the *“‘made land,” the ‘‘an-
cient morass’” or the “trembling founda-
tions” of the area lying between the
avenue and the Mall. The Municipal
building and the post office, the National
Museum, the State Department and all
the other structures standing or soon to
be arected within this space will remain
stanch and safe for generations to come.

A Nine Days’ Wonder.

Two weeks ago this morning an earth-
qualde shook down several large cities
and small towns, In Calabria and Sic-
ily, destroying, it is estimated, 200,000
lives and property values amounting into
the hundred millions. The whele world
paused in its normal activities to express
sympathy and to give generously of its
surplus for the relief of those who sur-
vived the unprecedented cataclysm. Yet
today comparatively few A_mericans are
thinking about the horror. The news

ispatches, which fer a week or ten days
held first place in the papers, have
shrunk to small proportions and now rate
with the ordinary tidings of the day’s
happenings. The collection of funds con-
tinues at a gratifying rate, to be sure,
but the earthquake has ceased to interest
the readers of papers as acutely as it
did a week ago.

This swift passing of a stupendous event
into the perspective of the public's
thought is the result of the modern
facilities for gathering and printing the
news of the world. In a few hours after
a great disaster has occurred it has been
proclaimed in all the citles of the civilized
world in full detail. Within a week it
{s thoroughly understood as to cause and
effect, and the great machinery of public
charity has been set in motion for the
guccor of the afflicted. Then something
else occurs to shock the publie, or to dl-
vert its attention, and the catastrophe be-
comes an item of history.

If John D. Rockefeller should really go
in for playwriting, he would probably
show the so-called theatrical syndicate
some financiering that would compel it to
take notice.

LA

Confirmation of reports concerning the
identity of the next Postmaster General
shows that Mr. Hitchcock's card index
never errs,

R

Cuba can take a considerable weight off
Uncle Sam’s mind by proving once for all
that it is equal to ‘the task of self-govern-
ment.

e R
Reports indicate that Georgla's prohibi-
tion laws were not sufficient to put the
New Year resolution wholly out of busi-

ness.

PSR
The Russian government finds it hard to
rebuke Tolstoi in a way that will not
operate as an advertisement for his books.
e Py
Some of Tenneesee's night riders are now
reflecting on the inadvisability of keeping
late hours.

It will hardly be contended that an ideal
secret service is one that has no secrets.
=l e

River Pugilism.

Congréss should promptly pass the hill
which the Commissioners are sending to
the Capitol, authorizing them to refuse
wharf privileges to boats on which prize
fights are conducted. The laws now for-
bid pugilism within the District, and they
are effectively enforced. But from time
to time bruisers meet In Maryland, close
to the District line, with only a pretense
of secrecy, and draw their supporting
patronage from Washington. There is no
direct means of preventing these spec-
tacles as long as the Maryland authori-
ties fail to act to enforce the state
statutes. There is no ground for com-
plaint against Virginia in this respect,

| particulars are

|.since the rescue of Rosslyn from the grip

of the law-breaking element and the pass-
ing of Jackson City. But the prize-fizht
promoters have lately grown bold enough
to adopt the expedient of carrying the
pugilists and spectators from Washing-
ton down the river, beyond the waters of
the District, to hold there the encounters
which they are forbldden to offer within
this jurisdiction. The denial of wharf
privileges wlill effectively stop this game.
It is not a matter of present considera-
tion whether the pugilists, thus thwarted
within the capital area, start their ex-
peditions from one of the states. The
work in hand is to make it impossible
for them to defy the law here in the Dis-
trict by openly starting their unwhole-
some enterprises from the local wharves.
If this enactment does not put an end
to the game additional legislation will be
sought.
Indiana.

The Indiana legislature will take up the
senatorial matter Wednesday. There are
five candidates, with Mr. Kern in the
lead. Gov. Marshall will have no part in
the contest. It is rumored that Mr.
Bryan has in a quiet way spoken a good
word for his recent running mate, but
wanting. Why not Mr.
Kern? F¥Few men have played in worse
luck in politics, and yet his neighbors, of
both parties, speak well of him. Should
he fail this time he will probably go
hence and be no more known. Having
tried without success for the governorship
and the vice presidency, what hope will
be left him if he goes down now?

Care should be taken to prevent any
such explosion as must occur in case a
message from the White House, on its
way along the avenue, should collide with
a senatorial response.

Amounts given away by Mr. Carnegie
last year foot up to nearly $100,000,000.
No wonder he feels more or less independ-
ent of a protective tariff.

Statesmen have to be exceeding alert
and determined these days to prevent
their names from belng used for advertis-
ing purposes.

Another thing that might be done with
ex-Presidents is to put them in charge
of the secret service.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.
Rural Prosperity.

‘“What you farmers want is uplifting,”
said the statesman.

‘*That’'s Tight" answered Farmer
Corntossel. “I've got a grand piano,
steamm heat and a private gas plant. Ali
we want now is an elevator in the house.”

Growing Suspicious.

“You should remember that a public
official is but a servant of his country.”

“Yes,” answered young Mrs. Torkins,
“hut aren't a few of them a little like
the servant we used to have who went
home every night with a market basket
on her arm?”

Joyous Prospect.
The aviator bids us hush
Our dull complaints of wintry care;
We will not mind the mud and slush
When we can travel through the air!

An Advantage.

“Why do you prefer Italian grand opera
singers?”

“Because,”” answered the Iimpresario,
“not understanding their language, 1 don’t
have to pay so much attention to them
when they get quarrelsome."'

Signs Too Often Overlooked.

“What are the first symptoms of in-
sanity?”

“Now a days,” answered the alienist,
“the earliest symptoms seem to be a per-
sonal grievance and the purchase of a
six-shooter.”

Discouragement.
I allus was opposed to these here pes-
simistic folks

That used our leading citizens as topics

fur thelr jokes.
When a man was crowned as leader fur
the people out his way

We ought to bow an’ lift our hats; that's

what I used to say.
But the things that they are sayin’ 'bout
the idols of my dreams,

The way that they ar hintin’ round at

profitable schemes,
Have left me so suspicious an’ so heart
sick an’ so sore,

I guess Fll never give three cheera fur

no one any more!

I've loved the rugged patriots whose
speeches moved my voice
To hours of demonstration,
risen to rejoice
With wvocal efforts ’'most enough fur
Yrownin' out the band
That was patlently performin’
Columbia, Happy Land!"
It makes me shiver when so many ruthless
hands are seen
Stretched forth to snatch the laurel
wreaths from foreheads once serene.
There’s no predictin’ what new disappoint-
ments are in store.
I guess I'll never give three cheers fur
no one any more!

I have

““Halil

Wall Street.
From the Jersey Cliy Journal.

The man whe gambles in Wall atreet is,
to say the least, foolish. He will lose
his mmoney. The chances are about ninety-
nine to one against him. He is no more
likely to win by betting on a rise in
stocks—and that 1is what Wall street
gambling really amounts to—than by bet-
ting on race horses, or on the weather, or
on the haphazard course of events. There
is no essential difference between gam-
bling in the stock market and gambling
at roulette or faro. One is as hazardous
as the other. All are equally immoral
and exarcise the same destructive infiu-
ence upon character. The gambler is not
a good citizen. He wants to live by the
losses cr misfortunes of others, and is
unwillingr to contribute his share toward
the productive work of civilization,

Change the Date.
From the Savannah News.

Preparations are going forward in
Washington for the inauguration of Presi-
dent-elect Taft, and all of the prepara-
tions are anticlpating foul weather on
Inauguration day. The weather is nearily
always foul in Washington during the
early days of March. B8Snow, sleet and
rain, with {freezing temperature, have
characterized a great many inauguration
days. and a number of the prominent men
of the country have caught thelr death
of cold while attending the inauguration
exercises. Several times it has been pro-
posed that the date of the inauguration
be changed to a more propitious season,
but we Americans are so wedded to our
customs that not even the danger of pneu-
monia and dé#ath can drive us away from
some of them.

Defiance of the Courts.
From the New York Press. .

At the risk of appearing ungraclous we
venture tc ask those New York cousumers
of gas who beve thought Mr. Gomars
was entit'ed to defy a decree of the cownit
with which he d'd not agree whethe: they
would also ccrcede that the gas trust
would be justifed in defying the sup-eme
court’s decision that the price to be
charged in this city is eighty ccnta a
thousand, as the lcgislature has enacted,
and not $1, as the monopoly holds to be
a proper charge?

S
Wiley’s Work.
From the Philadelphia North American.

First and last, then and now, against
the odds of ridicule, money and poljtical
influence. Lr. Harvey W. Wiley has beun
the crusader for-honesty and health,

Until further notice
our business hours will
be 8:30a.m. to §:30 p.m.

Exceptional
Values in
Dinnerware

HOSE desiring din-
nerware of excel-
lent quality at ex-
ceptionally low

prices should inspect our

$20 and $25
French China.
Dinner Sets.

These sets, which em-
brace the newest and
daintiest floral patterns in
Haviland and Limoges
China, are shown in eight
decorations, including 113
and 118 pieces.

They are easily the best
values to be had at the
prices quoted, comparing
favorably in every detail
with china ordinarily sold
at much higher prices.

Julin &
MartinCo.

Pottery, Porcelain, China, Glass, Silver, ete.,

1215 F & 1214-18 G st.
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H Gerns

of the
Finest Quality

For 107 years our store
| has been known to sell
only gems of the finest
quality.

A comparison of prices,
quality considered, is al-
ways  cheerfully - wel-
comed.

Galt & Bro.

Established over a Century
Jewellgrs, Silversmiths, Stationers

1107 Pennsylvania Ave.
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RUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Raincoats, from. cassesssess-$1.50
Hot-water Battlﬂt ....... setssunas s tOE
\lotarmnu 8 0ll Coats...c.cninus. S".:)O
Women's Overshoes. ......co000.4 60c

LY
| 4

We Adveriiso

—for the benefit of those who may not
have learned to assoclate rubber needs
with the name of Lindsay. By of-
fering relighle goods at lowest prices
we intend that every one shall know
THE Rubber Store.

Men’s Overshoes.....95¢c
Men’s Rubber Boots.$3.50

Formerlr 80T
Penna. Ave.

933 F NW

Security

is the first consideration
with the careful depositor.

The protection our bank-
ing dept. offers is ABSO-
LUTE.

fFiSame rate of interest paid
on both large and small accounts.

National Savings &

Trust Company,
t Cor. 15th and New York Ave.
t FORTY-SECOND YEAR.
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DENTAL
HYGIENE.

The importance of den-
tal hygiene cannot he
instilled into youthful
minds too soom. ‘l'each
your children to use
Lister's Dentifrice as
soon as they can manin-
ulate ¢ g brush. It
cleanses, preserves, beau-
tifies. Pkg., 25c.

¥ Thompson Pharmacy,
FrankC.Henry, Prop., 703 15th.

ja11-m,w, 1,28

Neuralgia

Do you know how to cure it?
Constitutional treatment will, of
course. But that takes time, and
in the meantime you continue to
suffer. This is where Dr. Miles’
Anti-Pain Pills are invaluable.
They stop the pain. The pain is
in the nerves—in the large ones;
that is why it is so severe. Anti-
Pain Pills soothe these nerves and
bring relief. Get them at any
drug store.

““My husband and 1 have been using Dr. Miles'
Anti-Pain Pills for neuralgia and headache for
the past ten years.”

MRS. THOS. LAIDLAW,
Yates Center, Kansas.

If first package fails to benefit, money back.
25 doses, 25 cents. Never sold in bulk.

MILES MEDICAL-CO., Elkhart, Ind, |

ISP GEC 0PV 4004020400880 020000 3000000000080 008 0000000044

Lister’s

Dentifrice,
Powder or
Paste, 25¢.

| &

; Store Hours Are Now From 8:30 Until 6; on Saturdays Open Until 9.
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of the biggest sales of the season.
the department!

Handsome Suits, up-to-date in every detail and in a
great variety of stvlish mannish mixtures, tweeds, novelty

etc.,

Suits tailored in rich and handsome plain colors and
black broadcloths and all the stylish mixtures.
ors include all that’s popular, as well as plenty of black.
These suits are elegantly tailored, and there’s full and
plenty of all sizes, 34 to 44. Many exclusive Paris models
are included. .These suits were made to sell up to $25.00.
Our o]y e RSB N

Suits of the finest chiffon broadcloth, in the latest di-)
1ectoire, hipless, military and empire styles; some smartly
trimmed with satin; some designed with buttons; colors are
wistaria, prune, navy, green, brown, taupe, etc.
these suits are worth $35.00. Some are worth $29.50. We
bought them so that we can make the price for choice.... J

Sfiﬂk, Lace and Net Waists.

Included in this remarkable purchase from the Gondolier Waist Co. are white, ecru and
various color nets made over silk; the styles embrace long-sleeve waists,

in all the most popular colors—brown. gray,
navy, taupe. green mixtures, etc.
plenty of all sizes and skirt lengths.
is worth less than $20.00. A great sale at.

= = —— i
Freedman Suilts
Second and Last Shipment Now on Sale--Be Here
Promptly--They’ll Go With a Rush!

When the announcement was made last week of the great stock purchase of Women’s
from the famous makers, Freedman Bros. of New York city, we predicted that it would be one
But we were only half right—it doubled all selling records of
And now the best of the purchase goes on sale—many beautiful styles and
kinds not included in the first shipment—more stylish, more exclusive, more elegant.
chance that will never come again, either for you or for us.

The coats are satin lined
Not a suit in this lot
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Suits
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all-over tucked waists,

e e e e 0 i e 2 2

BON MARGCE

beautiful waists trimmed with Persian trimmings; waists fashioned with fine lace and many 3
other new and elegant styles. The entire purchase has been placed in two big lots at these -
small prices: +
All $5.50 and $2 @8 All $8.00 and $4]_ @8 =

)

$6.50 Waxsts, $9.00 Waists, ¢ i
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Can

manufacture,

Only the Purchase of a Factory Stock
Such As the A. Lehman & Co.

Stock of 12th Street, New York, including all their

ready-to-wear garments and all stock in course of

3ring Prices Like These

$20 Suits at
$25 Suits at
$30 Suits at
$40 Suits at
$50 Suits at

$18 Imported (i) Caracul Coats, $13.50
$21 Imported (ir) Caracul Coats, $16.50
$25 Imported (ir) Caracul Coats, $19.50
: 918 Long Caracul Coats
$15 Fancy Mixture Long Coats, $3.95
: 915 Broadcloth Long Coats
¢ $20 Broadcloth Long Coats
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$12.50
$15.50
$18.50
'$23.50

$8.50
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$11.50

$6.95
$10.95

%

31

o o T e Y B e e O e e A e e S S S S O B S R e o

Seventh St.

4-316

)
f

l@]ﬁl Warehe

314-316
eventh St.

o Muth & Co.
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;; Pyrography is
% Interesting Work.
3 A Complete %
3 Outfit for $1. 3 | o
3  You'll find everything vou need 3
}i in the way of outfits and appli- it
i ances for doing *“Burnt Wood” 7t
i work in this stock. - Splendid wva- I
g riety of wood pieces ready for dec- Ji
%‘: orating. :

)
¥

PLITT,
Jas-104

! k= 418 7th St. i3
leverest Decorators.

You’'ll find it advantageous to conmsult
us concerning Painting and Paperhang-

Interior decorating is our forte.

We can carry out your scheme for home
beautifying to a nicety.

1727 Tth st. n.w.
Phone N. 4123.

Painter,
Decorator,

“0Odd Things Not Found Elsewhere.”

» The Best Equipped
Stationery

: Department.

We employ the best en-
gravers and die sinkers in
the craft and produce work
and show note papers that
appeal with force to people

who appreciate the niceties

" of good form.
F St.,

Berry & o
Whitmore Co. 11th,

Jewelers, Silversmiths, Stationers.
oc14-3m, 40

Especially fine flour,

Ceres,

It is the flour that gives
absolutely the best results
—makes bread that proves
particularly gratifying to

the maker and the con-
sumcr. Sold at Grocers'.

Cornst. |
|

Wm. M. Galt & Co.,

1st and Ind. Ave.
30

YOU ARE LEAN
{tr will build you lﬁ_nw Kug‘l;l“m:}_
a
6th & D ata,




